
A358 Taunton to Southfields 
Dualling Scheme

Stoke St Mary Parish Council

THE FACTS



A358 (Southfields to M5)

Highways England only proposed 1 route for consulta tion

Other A303 schemes – Sparkford & Stonehenge
• Both have 2 options for consultation

Why only 1 option for consultation??

Technical Appraisal Report has 4 options
https://highwaysengland.citizenspace.com/he/a

358-taunton-to-southfields/

• Not available to view at recent Highways 
England consultations



GOV.UK Consultation Principles – Jan 2016

“making sure we consult 
only on issues that are 
genuinely undecided”

Downloadable 2 page pdf
11 principles (A – K)

These principles give clear 
guidance to government 
departments (i.e. Highways 
England) on conducting 
consultations

How does this match with a 
single option consultation?



GOV.UK Consultation Principles – Jan 2016

• Only consult when there is more than ONE option
• Many local residents are left believing that they d o not have a real 

opportunity to influence Highway England’s decision  making process
• HE must listen and act upon the feedback



GOV.UK Consultation Principles – Jan 2016

• Pre-election period (purdah) for SCC elections comm enced 20 th March
• HE A358 consultation commenced 28 th March, i.e. during purdah

• Freedom of Information request submitted
• Did HE seek advice and agreement from the Propriety  and Ethics 

team in the Cabinet Office?
• Response due Fri 23 rd June



Freedom of Information Request - Highways England

• “Did you consult with Somerset County Council and Taunton Deane Borough 
Council for the A358 Southfield to Taunton scheme?”

• Minutes of meeting (4 pages) heavily redacted
• We need public scrutiny of public bodies

• Thankfully SCC provided full copies of minutes for various meetings 
(with only some names blacked out)



Previously “Announced Scheme” – Jan 2015 

M5 J25

Similar alignment to Option 2A/2B – M5 South connection south side of Haydon Lane

Details released in the Freedom of Information Request 



• Meeting minutes from 3 rd March 2017
• Numerous references to three options being still on  the table
• SCC “highlighted that assessment and reporting of th e three 

routes to date will have been based on this link [to  J25] being 
an integral part of two of the options”

• Public Consultation started 28 th March 2017
• Highways England announced just One preferred route

In just 3½ weeks the other options were discarded b y HE in what 
appears to be a unilateral decision.

Freedom of Information Request - SCC



4 Options from Technical Appraisal Report
M5 North

M5 South

A358 

All routes to
Southfields
Roundabout

M5 J25

M5 J25A?
(No Local 
Access)

Proposed Nexus 
Strategic 
Employment Site

Discounted on Environmental Impacts



4 Options - Benefit to Cost Ratio

Option 
1+NFS

Option 
8+J25

Option 
2A/2B

Preferred 
Option 
8+NFS

Benefit to cost ratio (BCR)
• “Consultation Principles”
• Used to evaluate all the benefits 

for building the new road
• Place a value upon all the 

economic benefits (commuters, 
business, others)

• Also includes impact of 
accidents, roadworks during 
construction, greenhouse 
gases, noise & air quality

• A higher BCR provides greater 
justification for building the road.

• 1.5-2.0 – Medium
• 2.0- 4.0 – High

• Highway England’s mandate: 
Provide the best value for 
money for the tax payer

1.76

2.08 (Highest)

1.54 (Lowest)

1.87



4 Options – Accidents + Noise 

£7.0M reduction

Accidents Noise

£10.2M reduction

£9.7M reduction

£0.3M increase

£0.3M reduction

£0.5M reduction

£2.2M reduction

£0.8M increase

Note: Compared to “Do nothing” option

Option 
1+NFS

Option 
8+J25

Option 
2A/2B

Preferred 
Option 
8+NFS

HE Mandate 
Safer roads?

= Benefit



4 Options – Traffic Flows (after 15 years)

31,700

Annual Average Daily Traffic

54,600 

45,900

26,000

73% for M5 North + Taunton
27% for M5 South

Only 48% of highest option

Option 
1+NFS

Option 
8+J25

Option 
2A/2B

Preferred 
Option 
8+NFS Therefore under-utilised 

as only primarily used by 
M5 South traffic



Technical Appraisal Report pg 88

M5 J25 Traffic + Old A358

• The preferred option (with no link to J25) will the refore not alleviate traffic 
through Henlade

• However, both options 8+J25 and 2A/2B will act as a  Henlade By-pass



4 Options – Construction Cost (2010 prices)

1.76

2.08 (Highest)

1.54 (Lowest)

1.87

£427M

£529M

£351M

£445M

£257M

£284M

£244M

£266M

Cost Benefits Benefit to Cost Ratio

Extra 
£40M

Extra 
£178M

Option 
1+NFS

Option 
8+J25

Option 
2A/2B

Preferred 
Option 
8+NFS



Summary

Highways England’s Current Preferred Option
• No economic benefit for Taunton
• Most traffic will bypass Taunton as no local access at J25A or 

connection to J25
• Little reduction in traffic through Henlade

Highways England should 
• Follow Government Consultation Guidelines
• Provide more than one option for consultation
• Demonstrate value for money – Option 2A+2B

We all need Taunton to become a

Vibrant Garden Town NOT a 
Deserted By -Pass Town 


