
2nd Consultation

Stoke St Mary

THE FACTS
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Agenda

1. Introduction – SSM Parish Chairman - Michael Baddel ey
2. Presentation on Highways England new routes - Rob Hossell
3. Q & A session
4. Close and thanks - Michael Baddeley



Consultation Brochure Technical Appraisal Report



A358 - Report on 2017 Public Consultation

Only 32% agreed that scheme 
(Orange Route ) achieved the 
objectives laid out by HE

Only 31% agreed with the 
proposed new Jct A at Killams 
(Now Orange Route Jct F)

• Two thirds of respondents did not agree with 2017 o bjectives + Killams Jct 
• All our efforts were successful in bringing about t his second consultation
• Respond to 2018 Questionnaire – a numbers game



3 Options (Section 1) in New HE Consultation Brochur e

Dualling 
existing A358 
to Southfields 
Roundabout  
(Section 2)

(No Local 
Access)

Orange Route – from previous consultation, as a “Benchmark”
Pink & Blue routes – from previous Technical Appraisal Report (T AR)

Section 2 – All 3 options follow existing A358 to Southfields Roundabout (Ilminster)



Pink Option (previously 2A/2B)



Blue Option (previously 8/8B + J25)



Orange Option (previously 8/8B + NFS)



Somerset County Council Jct 25 Improvement Plans

M5 North

M5 South
Pink/
Blue Route

Proposed Nexus 
Strategic 
Employment 
Site



Benefit to Cost Ratio – from Technical Appraisal Rep ort

Benefit to cost ratio (BCR)
• Evaluates the benefits for 

building the new road
• Place a value upon all the 

economic benefits (commuters, 
business, others)

• Also includes impact of 
accidents, roadworks during 
construction, greenhouse 
gases, noise & air quality

• A higher BCR provides greater 
justification for building the road.

• 1.5-2.0 – Medium
• 2.0- 4.0 – High

• Highway England’s mandate: 
Provide the best value for 
money for the tax payer

2.08 (High)

1.64 (Lowest)

1.87

No reference to BCR in HE Brochure

Blue
Option

Orange
Option

Pink
Option



Extra 
£40M

Value of the benefits (2010 prices)

2.08 (Highest)

1.64 (Lowest)

1.87

£592M

£399M

£445M

£284M

£244M

£266M

Cost BenefitsBCR

Extra 
£193M

Blue
Option

Orange
Option

Pink
Option



Traffic Flows (2038) - TAR
Annual Average Daily Traffic on A358

54,600 

45,900

26,000

Orange option under-
utilised as primarily used 

by through traffic 

New 

5,300

10,000

26,800

Old (via
Henlade)

59,900 

55,900

52,800

Total Surplus onto
Local Roads

+0

+4,000

+7,100

Local traffic forced 
onto old A358 and 

local roads

No Local Benefit
(No access to J25, 
Nexus or Taunton,

No Henlade Bypass)

Blue
Option

Orange
Option

Pink
Option



Distance  - Southfields to M5 Jct 25

14.1 km

14.1 km

18.8 km

Blue
Option

Orange
Option

Pink
Option

HE 
Sign J25 

Sat Nav 
J25 

73%

27%

Extra 4.7 km / 3 miles

Distance

Biggest increase in 
Greenhouse Gases



Journey Times (2038) - Southfields to M5 Jct 25

Blue
Option

Orange
Option

Pink
Option

Irrelevant statement in HE 
Brochure for Pink and Blue 
options “The reliance on Jct 25 
is likely to lead to queuing on 
the spur road at peak times”�
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Slowest Option
12m 33s 12m 11s 16m 13s 14m 53s23m 00s

(Morning Peak)



Noise + Accidents

AccidentsNoise

£10.2M reduction

£9.7M reduction

£0.3M increase

£0.5M reduction

£2.2M reduction

£0.8M increase

Note: Compared to “Do
nothing” option

HE Mandate 
Safer roads?

= Benefit

Blue
Option

Orange
Option

Pink
Option

Extra Traffic in Noise 
Important Areas of 
Henlade & Killams

Is it socially 
acceptable to injure 

more people?



Environmental Impact - Huish Woods Ancient Woodland 

• Orange & Blue routes 
changed

• Route through Huish 
Woods (Scout Camp) 
classed as Ancient 
Woodland

• National Planning 
Policy Framework 
(NPPF), refers to the 
Development 
Consent Order (DCO) 
process

HE Latest Map

Orange & Blue Routes could be rejected at DCO stage

Previous Route from
Consultation Brochure

TAR pg 57
“Consent [DCO] should also be refused if irreplacea ble habitats such 
as ancient woodland and/or veteran trees are lost o r deteriorate in 
quality as a result of the scheme, unless the need for and benefits of 
the development clearly outweigh the loss.”



Orange 
Route -

Elevated 
Jct F in 
Killams

HE Brochure
Jct F

Killams Ave 
(Diverted)

Killams 
Park New 
Housing

Traffic Calming 
Measures required

Overbridge

Lighting??

4 slip roads
2 lanes each

Key
Jct size 
based on 
M5 Jct 23 
& 27

Noise 
Important 

Area

26,000 veh/day on 
Jct F Roundabout
= 3.5 x Pink

(7,250 veh/day on 
Jct A Overbridge)



M5 J27 Tiverton
North Devon Link Road

Orange Route Jct F

Rumble strips

Same Scale



Orange Route  - Elevated Jct F in Killams

• However, if Orange Route selected 
there WILL be pressure to open up 
Jct F (55% spare capacity)

• Overload local roads
• “Rat running" will occur along 

Shoreditch and South Road and 
B3170 through Corfe.

• Last consultation (Freedom of 
Information request)

• If Jct F connected to local 
highways

• “Could support major 
development demand in the 
area south of Taunton”

• Jct F easily accommodate 1,000 
vehicles/hr at in AM peak

• Equates to 3,460 houses

Diverted 
Killams Ave

Green Wedge

?

?

• HE have no plans (money) to connect Jct F to local roads
• Any development across the M5 and in the Green Wedg e is outside the 

TDBC Core Strategy

Stop Jct F = Stop Development

Jct F

New 
A358

?
Link to 
B3170??



Pink / Blue
Jct A

Overbridge

• Jct A has less impact on housing 
(compared to Jct F Orange ), as 
less traffic & further away

• Slip road easily mitigated as 
space for bund/tree planting

• Traffic calming measures unlikely
• No possibility of connection to 

local network

7,250 Vehicles/day 
crossing overbridge

= 28% of Orange
(26,000 veh/day on 
Jct F Roundabout

Haydon Lane

M5 Traffic (2038 veh/day)
• Pink 80,500
• Blue 82,200
• Orange 95,500

HE Brochure
Jct A

M5 Traffic (2038 veh/day)
• Pink 95,000
• Blue 94,700
• Orange 95,500



Consultation Brochure mentions “mix and match”

• Mix and Match – No value in mixing Orange with Pink/ Blue
• Adding Jct 25 connection, NFS on Orange would not b e used

• Some suggestions to move Jct F further south west ( NOT mix and match)
• No benefit, as Taunton/M5 North traffic would use o ld A358
• Extra cost + unnecessary road parallel to M5

NO to “mix and match” + NO to alternatives outside A358 objectives



Summary
Orange Option
• No economic benefit for Taunton, as no access to J25 or Nexus
• Traffic will bypass Taunton as no local access
• Little reduction in traffic through Henlade
• Increases accident rate, noise & highest greenhouse gases
• Orange Jct F has greater impact than overbridge at Pink/Blue Jct A
• Creates pressure to open up Jct F for local development

Pink Option
• Best Value for money - Highest Benefit to Cost Ratio (BCR) 
• Provides an effective Henlade By-Pass and benefit to Taunton/Nexus
• Avoids environmental impact on ancient woodland at Huish Woods
• Dramatically reduces rat runs on local roads
• Outperforms Blue route

We all need Taunton to become a

Vibrant Garden Town NOT a 
Deserted By -Pass Town


